












GRADING
A Excellent

B Good

C Fair

D Poor

F Very Poor

Insufficient Data

Groundwater 
Quality

Surface Water 
Quality

Forest 
Conditions

Restoration
�(�•�R�U�W�V

What is a Watershed?
�$���Z�D�W�H�U�V�K�H�G���L�V���D�Q���D�U�H�D���R�I���O�D�Q�G���G�U�D�L�Q�H�G���E�\���D���F�U�H�H�N���R�U���V�W�U�H�D�P���L�Q�W�R���D���U�L�Y�H�U���Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H�Q���G�U�D�L�Q�V���L�Q�W�R���D���E�R�G�\���R�I��
�Z�D�W�H�U���V�X�F�K���D�V���D���O�D�N�H���R�U���S�R�Q�G�����(�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���L�Q���D���Z�D�W�H�U�V�K�H�G���L�V���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�H�G�����2�X�U���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���X�S�V�W�U�H�D�P���F�D�Q���D�•�H�F�W��
conditions downstream.

Why Measure?
�0�H�D�V�X�U�L�Q�J���K�H�O�S�V���X�V���E�H�W�W�H�U���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G���R�X�U���Z�D�W�H�U�V�K�H�G�����:�H���F�D�Q���W�D�U�J�H�W���R�X�U���Z�R�U�N���Z�K�H�U�H���L�W���L�V���Q�H�H�G�H�G���D�Q�G��
track progress. We measured:

What is a watershed 
report card?
Ontario’s Conservation Authorities 
report on watershed conditions every 
�4�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V�����7�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U�V�K�H�G���U�H�S�R�U�W��
cards use guidelines and standards 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���E�\���&�R�Q�V�H�U�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�L�H�V����
Conservation Ontario and their partners.

WHERE ARE WE?

The Essex Region is the southern-most region in Canada. Our landscape features more rare and 
endangered species than anywhere else in this country. Our region is rich in agriculture, and we are 
�O�R�F�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���E�D�V�L�Q���R�I���/�D�N�H���(�U�L�H�����:�K�L�O�H���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H���W�R���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I��
our region, in many cases, we face pressures unlike others in the province.

�7�K�H���V�F�R�U�H�V���L�Q���W�K�L�V���U�H�S�R�U�W���F�D�U�G���D�U�H���F�D�O�F�X�O�D�W�H�G���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���4�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���R�I���G�D�W�D���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G���I�U�R�P�������������������������–�W���L�V��
worth noting that the scoring is consistently applied across the Province of Ontario, and due to various 
land uses and geographic realities, our watersheds will never achieve the same results as many to the 
�Q�R�U�W�K�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����(�5�&�$���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���W�R���Z�R�U�N���Z�L�W�K���P�D�Q�\���S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���U�H�J�L�R�Q���L�Q���D�Q���H�•�R�U�W���W�R���L�P�S�U�R�Y�H���W�K�H��
�H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���R�I���R�X�U���U�H�J�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���3�O�D�F�H���I�R�U���/�L�I�H���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���L�W���F�D�Q���E�H��

�:�+�$�7���$�5�(���7�+�(���.�(�<���–�6�6�8�(�6���–�1���2�8�5���:�$�7�(�5�6�+�(�'�6�"
Non-Point Source Pollution:
• Comes from many sources.

• �2�F�F�X�U�V���Z�K�H�Q���U�D�L�Q���R�U���V�Q�R�Z�P�H�O�W���U�X�Q�V���R�•���4�H�O�G�V�����V�W�U�H�H�W�V�����S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���O�R�W�V�����R�U���E�D�F�N�\�D�U�G�V��

• �&�D�U�U�L�H�V���V�R�L�O���S�D�U�W�L�F�O�H�V���D�Q�G���S�R�O�O�X�W�D�Q�W�V���W�R���Z�D�W�H�U���E�R�G�L�H�V���D�Q�G���J�U�R�X�Q�G�Z�D�W�H�U��

Low Natural Area Cover:
• �2�Q�O�\�������������R�I���R�X�U���U�H�J�L�R�Q���L�V���F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���E�\���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���D�U�H�D�V��

• ���������R�I���R�X�U���U�H�J�L�R�Q���V���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���Z�H�W�O�D�Q�G�V���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���O�R�V�W��

• ���������S�U�D�L�U�L�H���K�D�E�L�W�D�W���O�R�V�V��

What Actions Can You Take?
• �–�Q�V�S�H�F�W���D�Q�G���S�X�P�S���R�X�W���\�R�X�U���V�H�S�W�L�F���V�\�V�W�H�P���H�Y�H�U�\���W�K�U�H�H���W�R���4�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V��

• �$�S�S�O�\���Q�X�W�U�L�H�Q�W�V���W�R���F�U�R�S�V���D�W���U�D�W�H�V���D�Q�G���W�L�P�H�V���W�K�D�W���U�H�G�X�F�H���W�K�H���U�L�V�N���R�I���U�X�Q�R�•��

• �'�L�V�S�R�V�H���R�I���F�K�H�P�L�F�D�O�V���S�U�R�S�H�U�O�\���D�W���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���Z�D�V�W�H���G�U�R�S���R�•���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

• �&�R�Q�W�U�R�O���V�R�L�O���H�U�R�V�L�R�Q���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���X�V�H���R�I���J�U�D�V�V�H�G���Z�D�W�H�U�Z�D�\�V�����E�H�U�P�V�����F�R�Y�H�U���F�U�R�S�V���D�Q�G���F�U�R�S���U�H�V�L�G�X�H��

• Avoid applying fertilizer to mature lawns.

• �3�O�D�Q�W���Q�D�W�L�Y�H���W�U�H�H�V�����V�K�U�X�E�V���D�Q�G���S�R�O�O�L�Q�D�W�R�U���S�O�D�Q�W�V���R�Q���\�R�X�U���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\��

�(�6�6�(�;���5�(�*�–�2�1���:�$�7�(�5�6�+�(�'�6



Essex Region

WATERSHED
Report Card 2018

Essex Region Conservation Authority has prepared this report card as a 
summary of the state of your forests, wetlands, and water resources.

What Can You Do?
• Disconnect your downspouts.

• Pick up after your pets.

• Choose natural alternatives for lawn maintenance.

• Create a natural pollinator garden in your yard.

What Can Your Community Do?
• Support ongoing improvements to municipal infrastructure.

• Direct development away from areas of environmental significance.

• Conserve and connect existing woodlands—and advocate your municipality to do the same!

• Support local initiatives to monitor water quality and quantity.

What Can Businesses Do?
• Develop environmental policies.

• Become more energy efficient.

• Reduce waste.

• Offset paper use or carbon footprint through support of tree planting.

• Support environmental efforts by volunteering or donating.

Do you have questions not answered by this summary document?
Please contact us for more information:

HOW CAN WE ENHANCE THE WATERSHED?

The Watershed Report Card is available online and in other formats upon request.

Essex Region Conservation Authority
360 Fairview Ave. W, Suite 311, Essex, ON N8M 1Y6
E-mail: admin@erca.org | Phone: 519-776-5209
Toll-free: 1-888-487-4760 | Fax: 519-776-8688 
Website: essexregionconservation.ca


